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No Convoy for the 8t. Lonli?
A man notorious as a killer called

up (bo police and said:

"If any citizen walks down the street
without wearing a red and white .daier
1 shall step out from my hiding place
and shoot him."

This threat wins noised about, and
ono citizen who had business away
from homo went to the police for ad'
vice. After Ave days the police an
swered :

. "We shall not esend a policeman with
V"ou. as has been suggested, You have
a perfect right to walk the streets."

.The citizen Inquired what would
happen If the author of the threat
made It good. The police replied :

"Manifestly, you will be shot. As for
our action, that Is something to be de
cldcd after tho fact. You may bo sure,

that we will then tako vigorous stepa."

This closed the conversation, leaving
the citizen just where he had been
five days before.

Mr. Works Sustains His Record.
Senator John Downey Works of

California Is a cranky, cantankerous
fellow, whose conduct Is not Ulut
minuted by humor or enlightened by
understanding. His pacifism Is the
child of his later years; he Is properly
proud of the fact that at sixteen and
h half ho enlisted In the Union army
ami served eighteen months to the
Hose of the war.' Ills manifestations
of contrariness arc lacking in the
))lcturesque ; In short, he Is a bore.

Mr. Work's services will bo with-
drawn from the Senate on the ex-

piration of his terra on March 3 and
nobody will regret his disappearance
from that body. In preparation for
his Impending demission to deserved
obscurity he conferred on his

n month nyo u survey of the
ttntc of the nation 'which consumed
two legislative days In deliver-- , and
produced n somnolent effect upon the
unfortunate pages who were required
to endure It that not even the ex-

citement attendant on subsequent hap-
penings has entirely overcome. That
oratorical masterpiece occupies thirty-eig- ht

columns of the Congressional
Record, a fact that with print paper at
its present price will unquestionably
make u lasting impression on the tax-
payers. Persons who, for a price, have
read the speech inform us that It
contains some valuable extracts from
the utterances of able men.

At present Mr. Works is busily en-

gaged in doing precisely the things
Intelligent and patriotic citizens nre
carefully abstaining from. Ho is mak-
ing Ills exit from public life harmo-
nize with his record, and is assuring
n hearty, n welcome for
the Hon. Hiram Johnson when that
lively statesman succeeds him.

Mexico In BeUtlon to the Present
War Crisis.

Secretary Oaklb explains that the
order to hold on the Mexican border
regiments of the National Guard that
were about to entrain for the North
was made necessary by 'local condi-
tions." Yet General Fu.nston a few
days ego declared that with tho re-
turn of General Persuino's expedi-
tionary force of 10.000 men the border
eould bo defended by tbo regular army
end the National Guard might be re-
leased. But when General Funston
expressed this opinion tho country was
not In the shadow of war with Ger-
many and Vllllsta outposts had not
advanced to a point thirty miles from
Palomas, wtlch Is opposite Columbus,
nor was there another battle on for
the possession of Cblnuahun.

We have no doubt that Funston's
Judgment that the regulars would be
In LufUclent force to patrol tho border
was sound, but If tbcro should bo war
with Germany mischief in Mexico
would follow. At Tamplco and other
Gulf towns tho German Influence is
'strong and capable of enterprises that
would bear watching. And In the
city of Mexico and other Importunt
places there are German colonists de-
voted to their native country. Thoob-Tlou- s

thing to do hi order to embar-
rass tho United Stales would bo to

it in a war with Mexico, and a
Hhort cut would bo a conspiracy with
General Francisco Villa to attack
American border towns. Ho would
probably lend u ready ear, eseclally
If liberally corrupted. General Cab-Xanz-

who oxiiocts lo be chosen Prcsl-den- t
on March 11, would not lie plas-

tic material for tho consplrntors.
Moreover, ho Is much too Intelligent to
flefy a United States aroused by the
fcuinlncnco of conflict with Germany.

Vtaxtai no'ifcrtDlestind It WlbliVj
been hlspollcy to provoke armed inter-
vention. At the risk of his own un-

doing, he would pull down and ruin
Carranza. ' ,

Expediency therefore requires that
a consldcmblo force of American
troops, part regulars and part Na-

tional Guard, be kept on tho border.
And it Is equally desirable that tried
and tested regiments be transferred to
northern cities to keep order, that Is
to say, to do police duty, if unavoid-
able war with Germany ensues. Pre-
paredness has been much on tho lips
of Americans of late. It In time for
action 'now,

Holland's Predicament.
It has been the dream of British

strategists that the Netherlands Gov-

ernment sooner or Inter would defy
Germnny and hold the Invader back
long enough to permit of the landing
of French and British expeditionary
forces on tho west coast, n diversion
that would In the end, If plans were
well laid and executed, threaten the
right of the German line In Frnnce
and ultimately compel it general re-

treat before n numerical superiority
pressing the Germans from the count
to Verdun.

Hitherto tho Dutch Government,
In spite of sore provocation, has not
seriously considered n break with
Germany. The reasons nre, or should
be, ell known. While the people
nre lovers of liberty and proud of
their traditions, tho court, llko that
nt Athens and Soflit, has been under
German Influence. It would be dlftl-cu- lt

to find a more thoroughpaced
German thnn the Prince Consort. Al
ways It has been tnk'cn for granted
that the only child of his murrlnge
with Queen Wilhelmina, the Prin
cess Juliana, would marry a Ger
man prince. Moreover, If she were
to die and Wilhelmina had no other
Issue a German would ascend the
throne. From the first the Nether-
lands Government has believed that
victory would rest with tho Central
Powers. No doubt the vigor of the
new submarine warfare has strength-
ened this faith In German military
efficiency.

The Dutch have made Immense
profits' out of the war. Tempted by
rising prices, they have even depleted
their herds and flocks to supply the
Germans on the eastern frontier.
For two years of war the overseas
trade brought In rich returns. But
If the merchants have filled their
coffers, the food stock has been so
reduced Uiat a submarine blockade,
if not broken up, would bring the
people to the verge of starvation.
That Is why Holland Is now plead
ing with Germany not to molest her
provision carriers on the Atlantic.
The Ifutch are in more danger, of
starving than the British.

Being In so precarious a state, how
can It be expected that Holland will
now show n bristling front to Ger-
many? When the food supply was
not running short the Dutch suhmltted
to the sinking of the liners Tubantln,
Palembang and Blomraersdljk, con-

tent to let the outrages be liquidated
In marks after the war. How great
u humiliation that was for a people
still capable of deeds of heroism 1

Lately ship after ship has been tor
pedoed und Holland sees her mer
chant marine dwindling steadily, In
exorably. And Holland has had to
submit to other lujurtes and Insults.
The Germans have plotted against
the administration In the Dutch East
Indies, stirring up sedition and weak
ening the hold of the home Govern
ment. Invasions of the three mile
limit on the coast of Holland liuve
been frequent. Perhaps the worst
Indignity of nil was the deliberate
shooting by a German soldier of a
Belgian refugee on Dutch soil who
whs talking with his sister Inside
the Muestrlcht detention camp. The
Netherlands Government dared not
treat tho outrage ns a casus belli,
and soon let it drop.

It would seem us If the Dutch
would have to turn on their Govern-
ment If the aggressions of Germuny
are to be resented, but they ure
loyal to their Queeu und long suffer-
ing. Moreover, the menace of Ger-
man Invasion and four of sharing
tho fate of Belgium, Serbia and

give, the Dutch puutc. Their
eastern frontier is open, and tho

array on a war footing, per-
haps a total of 250,000 men, has had
no experience in modern warfare.
To-da- y tho Dutch nre thinking more
about famine than the assertion of
their rights on the battlefield. He-
roic defiance of tho greatest military
Power on earth cannot be expected
of them. i

Coddling Our Militia.
If there Is one thing that a National

Guardsman hates more than another
it Is being pictured as a weakling suc-
cumbing to Inclement weather on post.
He has read about the peril and
rigors of war in the trenches In Eu-
rope; how men face death from day
to day and are lucky to escape it, tho
high explosive thnt scatters limbs as
tho gust whirls up leaves, tho gas
cloud that strangles nnd all the other
boirnrs, and the nilllllnmnn wants no
sympathy becauso ho has to stump his
feet und beat his breast to make the
blood circulate.

"It wus llko patrolling tho Alps."
one private is quoted us saying of his
niarchlug up und down on mi aque-
duct post. We think too well of tho
National Guard to believe that u man
worth his salt suld uny such thing.
The Italians and Austrlans In camp
on glacial heights, expecting the burst-
ing of a shell nt nuy moment to spill
their souls, might register a mcntul
protest against tho congealed horrors
of war, but we fancy that they keep
their mouths shut. Tho aqueduct
sentinel is on post for n comparatively

brief trine, ana to can look 'forward
to hot coffee, tobacco and tho glow of
relaxation under cover.

If our guardsmen up from tho bor-
der shiver In winter's breath from tho
luck of suitable clothing It Is n con-
dition that can bo remedied, and an
extra flannel shirt and a thicker pair
of gloves will keep the cold out until
requisitions aro honored. It is cer-
tainly no condition to cry about.
Positively we refuse to believe that
tho nverago guardsman Is complain-
ing for publication, and we nre suro
that he doesn't want to be caressed
and codd!cda. These arc times that
try men's souls and test their man-
hood, where they are fighting under
tho most drendful conditions that
soldiers wero ever exposed to. An
American volunteer who calls himself
a man would be ashamed to huvo his
privations on post mentioned in con-

nection with the agonies that soldiers
endure on the bnttlcficlds of Europe.
Ho would rebuff u maudlin sym-
pathizer. Tho National Guard bit-
terly resents coddling.

ThcHeU Gate Project.
Tho Senate Committee on Com-

merce has executed an Important
stroke for preparedness by adopting
the recommendation of urmy engi-
neers for n deep channel In the upper
port of tho East River, generally
known as the Hell Gate project.

The House hud already appropri-
ated $n00,000 for this work. Tho Sen-

ate committee doubles the sum and
makes a continuing appropriation by
which, nt n cost of ?1.000,000 n year,
the work will lie done In six years.

The effect, us aptly characterized
by Representative IIcuiebt of New- -

York, will be to transform the East
River into another Kiel Canal. The
largest battleships will then have ac-

cess to nnd exit from Brooklyn Navy
Yard through Long Island Sound ns
well ns the New York harbor. The
value of the double entrance and exit
can readily be seen. , tWe have llttlo doubt that the ac-

celerated execution of this project
will be favored by both houses of
Congress ; and it should so bo favored
whether standing singly or w ith other
meritorious undertakings. It niuy
well be that Its completion will coin-
cide with the time of our greatest
need of It.

The Dreader of Cats.
Is the United Stutes Marine Corps

so beset by recruits that it con afford
to reject an .Tluropbobe? We hud
not thought so, but the facts seem
plain. Mr. William James of Fre-
mont, Ohio, an ucceptcd recruit, was
about to take the oath nt the Twenty-thir- d

street stutlon of the corps when,
discovering the presence of a cut in
the room, he rushed to the street in
fright. He could feel that It was
there and, he said. It nearly drove
him crazy. Thereupon he was re
jected, the story end.

The recruiting officers should have
their attention called to the case of
a man named Bonaparte, who. It Is
related, screumed for help in the pal-

ace at Schonbrunn Just nfter lie had
won the buttle of Wagrnni because a
cat, harmless but unnecessary, hud
hidden herself behind his bed curtain.
The less celebrated General Kober-oea- n

would faint if there wus ti cat
near him. If these ure regarded as
fables, the Murine Corps doctors
might hear the testimony of one of
tbelr own profession, the distinguished
8. Weir Mitchell:

"A soldier of distinction, much given
to tiger shooting. Is undisturbed by these
great felines, but terrified by the tamo
cat."

Dr. Mitchell hud u doctor friend
who became seasick at the very mem
ory of meeting a cat. Andrew Lang
pondered the puzzle, but could not
solve It, nlthouRh he had u cut und
entertained lelurophobcti nt dinner.
The cats liked the humans, but the
humans shrieked nnd fainted or fled.
The matter bullied Shakespeare :

"Some men there are love not a gaping
pig:

Some that aro mad If they behold a cat :

I give no r.on."
The navy might reject candidates

who pule when they learn thai
drinks are not allowed on ship

board, but the dreader of cats ought
to be permitted to go to sea. There
he might Iks sfe from his malady.

The Boot of All Evil Uprooted.
jJVe huve received from Mr. James

Holpen of 2 East Twenty-thir- d street,
this city, n hectic typewritten mani-
festo which opens as follows :

"To the Editor or The Son Sir: Why
modern life Is an anxious, unnatural
struggl for existence' is sufficiently ex

plained In the following dictum, viz. :

"Congress doesn't provide enough
money to effect all exchanges In cash.

"Tho currency de licit (now J21.000,.
000,000) compels DO per cent, of uuslnees-t-

be transacted with a private substitute
for; public money, l. e 'bank checking
accounts,' ,

"This policy causes the indispensable
exchange medium to become an article
of profitable traffic, the same as the
labor product, .and permits Interest tak-

ers to levy a private tax on exchanges!
"The Interest' thus exacted for the

use of the credit substitute absorbs the
entire surplus fruit of our ever)-- Industry
and enables the recipients to consume
without producing 1

"Thus the calculating few Insidiously
despoil the workers by a legullzed proc-
ess; forcing them to donate fully inlf
their dully earnings to the Idle owners of
surplus money I

"This is why the many aro poor; why
'money's lard to get'; why It Isn't easy
'to make both ends meet' ; why (he pro.
ducer Is everywhere 'In debt' to the

There Isn't enough money 'to
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go around' by twenty-oh- e thousand 'mill-Io- n

dollars I

"Tho foregoing statements are verified
by ofilclal statistics."

We knew something was wrong and
aro unreservedly grnteful to Mr.
Holden for showing us what nnd al
loying our worst fears. At the sumo
time we cannot repress our admira-
tion for tho he un-

dergoes in showing us that all that
really Is wrong Is bottled up In his
own Intellectuals.

Mr. Holoen goes on (they all do,
one way or another) to proclaim tho
remedy for the deplorable condition
he reveals:

"The prescription known as land cur-
rency Is a scientific plan to supply the
money shortage by making productive
land, as well as precious metals, a basis
for the Issue of a supply of representa-
tive money equal to tho needs of com-

merce, at cost of Issue; thereby avoid-

ing tho uso of the expensive private
substitute by supplanting the twenty-on- e

billions of bank credit with a like
amount of legal tender Government
money."

Alt that is necessary to carry this
into execution Is for the Government
to confiscate all the land. Wo regret
this somewhut radical preliminary,
but of course the Government cannot
base Its money on something owned
by somebody else.

With one passage In Mr. Holden's
open letter we nre Inclined to dis-
agree. We nsk his pardon, but Is he
absolutely sure thnt "human ills nre
clearly traceuble to a profound Igno-

rance of money which Is practically
universal"?"' We assume he means that
Ignorance, not money. Is universal,
for ho goes on to say pathetically:

"Men are rare, for example, who
know, or even autpect, that there is a
dearth of money!"

We are willing to bet n crisp new
one acre note ngalnst an old tattered
fifty dollar bill of the wicked banks
that the reason men who supect the
truth ure rare Is because men who
know the truth when they see it, like
Mr. Holpkn, arc rarer still.

Mr. Ford has put the list in pacifist.

In a hasty moment Colonel George
Harvey said a. few months ago that,
clearly, what the. whole country needed
was a lesson In patriotism; but Colonel
Harvey would be the Ilrst to admit
now that ho Judged wrongly.

Frlghtfulnets may yet give way to
rightfulness.

When Walter Damroscii told an
audience of youthful music lovers that
'The Star Spangled Banner" should
be to our ears what the flag Is to our
eyes he said a true and happy thing.
They are the two outward and vUtble
signs of nn Inward and spiritual
Americanism.

It would be hard to find nn Institu-
tion, public or private, which does bet-
ter work for American preparedness
In Industry and bygieno than the
American Museum of Natural History,
which has Just adopted a budget of
(608,000 for Hh needs in tho year to
come. Fifty thousand persons have
visited the chemical exposition which
Is now being held ut the museum. Its
military hygiene exhibition is of use
not only to the urmy but to more than
a hundred colleges with which the
museum Is In touch. Shut off from
European patterns and fabrics. Ameri-
can designers and weavers of textiles
find Inspiration nnd Instruction In tho
great collections nt Manhattan Square.
A thousand schools get the benefit of
the museum's educational work, and
Its lectures were heard by 64,000 chll
dren lust year. As nn instance of the
spirit of tho trustees, they have per
(tonally subscribed (60,000 toward this
year's expenses, grown beyond the
normal because of America's Increased
need of tho resources and researches
of the museum. This sum Is In addi-
tion to the 123,500 raised by tho trus-
tees through personal subscription to
raise the saluriCH of the employees
when the cost of living pinched. Any
one who fancies that tho Museum Is a
mere palace of stuffed birds Is himself
a Btuffed bird.

With his usual lucidity of thought
William J. Bryan bus reached the
conclusion thut the appropriate time
for a nation to spring to arms Is after
It has been disarmed.

The issue before the world Is sim-
ple. Tho triumph of Frlghtfulness
means the dnatb of Democracy.

The views expressed on America's
responsibility for tho Lusltanla trag-od- y

by the Hon. John D. Works of
California In a tpecch In the Henato
ralc a doubt as to which la the more
unsound, his head or his heart.

Our most undesirable citizens at this
time ore not those who cannot speak
our language, but those who speak It
too recklessly.

Dr. Cart, Grayson comprehends tho
Kalscr'p feeling of amazement at the
belligerency of tho United States
Senate.

Neutral nations should bear In mind
that Germany nover pays the slightest
attention to notes sent to protest.

PwiUerland to have a merchant fleet.
.VpirajKiprr hmdlinr.
The wur sinks even the most reliable

of old Jokes.

It is reported thnt In the lust week
many persons west of tho Mississippi
havo realized that the wnr Is large and
Important.

When Hoboken Is with the United
States who shall bo against them?

Birth Hate or an Town,
From ihf Vtlca Pr$$.

In the city ot Utlca ilurlnx the ear 1010
there nero 2..H3 blrtln. Of thexe l,oo:i
were tho children of inotliera born In
America and I,.40 nere tho children of
mothers born In other countrlee, moitly
Kuropean, There with born of Anierlntn
born motheri 30.44 per cent, nnd of for- -

elcn born mothera RO .V, per rent,

Strom riatform of a Maryland Candidate.
From the llalttmorc Air,

J, K. Wotbera comra out aa u candidate
for Sheriff In Caroline, He notifies the
votera that "I have been a voter In the
county fnr the last thirty yeara and have
never held public oHica durlnr thli ions
period."

A DEED afrAfr.

Alexl Nlkolalovltch, Prince Praksl-no- v,

had returned from tho trenches
to Potrograd on leave, and now ho was
at a salon where all tho most brilliant
people of the capital were assembled.
They quite outmoded tho iMoscow so-
ciety with which he was moro familiar.
Ho sat gloomily off by himself. It was
not his surroundings that affected him
wholly, although ho had never In his
whole llfo met so many Germanophlles
ns In Petrograd within three lont? win-
ter evenings. This had Its depressing
effect, but what really ailed him was
tho special Hussion malady of self-dou-

Tho Giant Despair whom John
Uuhyan encountered was a Russian.

All he had seen and heard at tho
front was vanished. The courage, tho
fortitude, the devotion was forgotten.
Could Itussla win? Alexel Nlkolale-vltc- h

asked himself. And by Russia
ho did not mean tbo country of Tchai-
kovsky, of Turgenlcff, of Dostoievsky,
nor of nil theso 1'ctrogradlsts, but the
country of that great soul nnd stum-
bling philosopher Leo Tolstoy, of tho
muzhik, of the little landowner, ns
opposed to tho dvornlk and the func-
tionary. For so far as Alexel Nlko-lalcvit-

could see nono of these func-
tionaries and dvomlks would glv "a
life for tho Czar." Tho phruso meant
to them u. collection of pretty melodies
by Nikolai Sorgelevitch Glinka. They
talked endlessly about tho triumphs
of tho German arms.

"Germany must bo defeated, of
course. Wc shall bring her to see that
further war Is useless, and we shall
como to nn understanding with her.
That Is the really important thing!
After all, Bismarck had the right Idea,
fiussla, Germany, Austria the league
of the three Czars. Constantinople and
tho Bagdad Railway. There Is n great
era octore uh. ' t

This chatter drove Alexel Nlkolale-vltc- h
wild. If thejie hchemers had seen

the things ho had seen! If their soft
and delicately scented bodies had been
in the pluce bo had Inhabited! If
their scnsuotw minds bad confronted
the thoughts that sight of death and
suffering bring!

In his disgust and wrath and sorrow
he thought pityingly of the people he
knew whose only hope of recompense
for what they were now enduring lay
In a liberalizing of their own Govern-
ment and a reorganization that should
dislodge the wholo class of officials
and chumberlalns forcibly, as a soldier
nhakes vermin from his Jacket. To
Alexel Nikolalcvltch this liberalization
and housecleaning could not take
place without the entire defeat of Ger-
many, for if Germany emerged vic-
torious or It would
strengthen autocracy everywhere.

He gin up suddenly and went out of
tho room, leaving the warmth, the
agreeable smells, the tine food's, the
peoplo nnd the wine for tho Intensely
coM night. In which uncounted stars
looked down on Russia. The coach-
man asked respectfully If he had heard
the news: the Americana had broken
with Germany.

Alexel Nikolalcvltch stood stock still.
Then he dismissed the coachman. He
would walk home. Muffled in furs, he
bet out. dazed with happiness, his heart
singing within him. He looked up
ugaln at tho heax'ens. In his gaze
there was an unspoken prayer to the
other worlds there visible to witness a
triumph for justice and a new hope for
humanity in this.

SUBFIFTH AVENUE.
Simple Suggestion for Its Efficient

Ventilation.
To tiir Editor ok the Sun-- sir: ItA

frrrlng to the suggestion In Tun Scn
of y of a In Fifth
avenue. I would suggest an efllclent way
to ventilate It would be by using the
open or hollow curb, with flues leading
to top of subway.

A ten Inch hollow curb on botli sides
of a street furnishes an open space,
every- - one hundred running feet, equal
to nn area of fourteen feet square.

A dral-- i should be constructed on
floor of subway to cany off water from
washing, nnd city hydrants with hose
may be used through tho opeti curb
from the street. The sunken gutters
connect with the sewers at tho street
comers. rt, I:, n.

Washington, D. C, February 7.

Is Tbl the Seaport of .Sucreis'.'
To the Kditou ok Tun Sf.v Mr; There

are two towns named Success In the
United States, one near, not on, Plney
Fork of the Osage River, Missouri ; the
other on the Saline River, a branch of
tho Kansas. As tbcro Is a town named
Pulrpqrt further up the river this Is
probably the one that puzzles Mr. A. R.
Nathan, who tells you of seeing "Sea-io- rt

of Success" on hotel registers.
M. R. Hr.tHjira.

JIerkimek, February ".

The I.ouesonienosis of New Tork,
To tiiu EuiTon or Tin: Sc.v fir: One

roar on why New York Is so lonesome Is
that, notwithstanding all its grout at-

tractions, there are so many pretty, re-

fined and cultured Blrls seemingly born
to blush unseen and waste their sweet-
ness on the desert air, due to the fact,
perhaps, that bachelors are not up to the
mark, or that tho ladles arc Indifferent,
or that matrimony Is no longer popular.

Thomas Ottwat.
Iowa Citt, February ..

What Has Von Hornslorff Bono to
Deserve This?

To the Editor or The Fcn Sir; It
would be an act of graceful courtesy
In recognition of the manner In which
the German has filled
his high ofllce. and of the kindly spirit
he has displayed toward tho American
people, to designate Mr. Htyan to ac-
company him home.

Thomas Almcanukr Johnstone.
Washinciton, D. C February 7,

On a Notuiioua Marplot.
At Itila grave hour what aliall bo eald or

eung
Of one who, ctfied with pemuanlve tonzue,
Spreada wide abroad hli soft Ineldlou plea,
Word" kin to treanon and to treachery?
Urbane and Kllb, and cloaked In prim

pretence,
tuat we atill hear him, with einootli elo-

quence,
HuMlj and ulialli, .v, forth hi perloda pour,
I'ratlnK and pewturlnz, ever to tlm fore?
Long hae wo uufljrcd, long havu wo

This sliver voice we fain would havo Im
mured

Outpouring cunning sophlitrlen that delude.
Deft In drce, und rich lth platitude!
Hut now, but now In tlihi, the iutlon'

ned.
When danger at the door bld men take

heed,
New when. If ever, patriotic Ire
Apd ardor hi the heart should mount like

tire,
Shall thla notorloua marplot, alrek and

bland,
Mouth hla loud menace up and down the

land 7
CUSTON Scolliid.

The Etymolorlsti, In War Paint, Hide
the Trail ot Word History.

To the Editor op the Bun Sir: When
I gave you Buffalo Hill's explanation of
tho origin of tho salutation "Howl" used
by army officers with tholr libations I
did not realize how much dust I wad
kicking up. Mr. Davis of Washington
sharpens his knife and Insists that the
"tradition which has been extant hero in
Washington for very many years',' Is tho
correct ono, adding that "Howl" has
been a common greeting among Indians
for ages past, and that It In un Indian
word.

Very well. Now let us forget "Wash-
ington tradition" and go, back to the
Indians of the West Parenthetically I
wish to state that I was born nnd reared
among the Indians of Now Mexico nnd
am Intimately acquainted with the Taos,
Tegua, Apache and Navajo tribes. Sev-
eral years ago I prepared a number of
papers on the Taos Indian language for
the Ruroau of Kthnology, since I speak
it as fluently as I do my oivn.

I agree with Mr. Davis that flu In-

dians have used "How!'1 In greeting
Americans, because they wished to Im-
itate Our "How do you do?" "How are
you7" or the laconic Western "IIowdy7"
But It Is not an Indian word. Buffalo
1)111 said that when the Jug of ifrcwater
was handed around, nfter a peace ses-
sion with the Indians, tho latter, upon
hearing the white man mutter "Healtnl"
or "Good luck!" before guzzling a swig,
thought It was up to him to Imitate.
Whereupon he would exclaim "How!"
often the only English word he snetv,
before gurgling his sharo from the Jug.
So the army, jOlways eager to adopt a
new word or phrase, (see Philippines),
promptly took It up, and y one hears
the word as a urinific wherever the
American army man goes. So thcro you
aro!

And the word "mosquito," meaning the
New Jersey pebt: one finds it In Web-
ster's. In tho Spanish language "Ito"
Is added to a word to express the

"Gato" means cat. J'Gatlto"
means "llttlo cat." "Moco" means fly,
house fly or any others. "Mosquito"
means "little fly." So thcro you are
again !

Now I hope tradition won't prompt
some one to pop up and contradict me,
because I know I'm right. Furthermore,
I'm tired of arguing.

I have all the" respect In the world for
"Washington tradition." I think It Is
very lovely, but inclined to think It Is
only half cocked. In this particular cute
Mr. Duffalo Hill scored another, so here's
"How!" to him.

John W. Roderts.
New York, February 6.

Netcral Forms of "How," and a Talc
of Wild mil Hlekok.

To the EntTon or Tnc Scn Sir: I
missed an explanation said to hae been
given by the lato Uuffulo Bill to or.o of
your correspondents of the origin of tho
salutation "How." used by army off-
icers when "liquidating." Mr. Henry E.
Davis Is undoubtedly right In statins
that the salutation was borrowed from
tho common form of IndlHti greeting.

I once imagined that the Indians had
borrowed this from the American salu-
tation "How aro you?" but while possibly
this may be true of the term used In tho
Chinook Jarron. "Kla how ya." I do not
believe It of Indians In general. Various
tribes of the Sioux say "Iloh !" or "Hau !"
The Pawnees say "I.au!" which some-
times sounds like "Dau!" and two hun-
dred years ago La Page du Pratz In
"Hlstolrc de la LouisUno" tells us the
Natcbez Used the term "Hon!" All
these different forms am pronounced
nearly alike, and h' a rarcless listener
mlcht be thought to be tho same. The
term Is ono of salutation, welcome,
cratltude, assent or applause, it is con-
stantly heard in conversation with the
Indians or In their council?, when ex-

pressing agreement with something that
has been said.

William F. Cody was a very good
prairie man und nn excellent horseback
shot with the rlllo. It win this skill
that gave him Ills name Uuftalo Hill.
Since his death some newspaper accounts
havo spoken of him as a successor and
equal of Kit Carson nnd Ihinlel Hoone ;

a comparison which makes Hill's old ac-

quaintances smile u little. I knew Cody
for something more than forty years:
I think even before he had licen discov
ered by old Ned lluntlino, who Introduced
him to the public and to fame.

In the e.uly '70s 11111 first appeared on
the stage, where his handsome person
ality, long hair and confident manner
made him popular nt once. In what
was perhaps his first play his chief com
panion on the stage wusJVIld Hill (J. 13.)
Hlekok, a. xery good fellow, who was
murdered a few jears later In the lllack
Hills. Wild HIIPb Idea of a Joke did
nut agree with that of some of the other
charncteis in the plaj nnd at length led
to his retliemont from the stage.

The Indians, who carried off the girl,
or murdered the settlors, or whatever
they did. wore Pawnees. At tho critical
moment tho two Hills came In nnd with
much firing of six .hooters defeated and
dnne ofT the Indiana mil Hlekok could
no: resist the temptation to burn the In-
dians with tho blank cardtrldges used In
the rlx khooters. Just for the fun of
seeing them Jump. The Indians not un-

reasonably objected, and Cody remon-
strated with Wild Bill. However, the
latter could net overcome his fondness
of burning the Indians, and as he and
Cody could not agree on this point Wild
Bill left tho show.

His place was afterward taken, I
think, by Jack O'Mohundro, who culled
himself Texas Jack. Jack had tnded
bar out In North Platto. City for a year
or two. if I recollect aright. 1 saw him
there, I think, in 1872 or earlier. He
knew nothing about prairie or mountain
life. O'Mohundro died j, few years later
In Leadvllle, I think.

.1. UOI.BKTK Smith,
Nrtv York, February 7.

On Guard In I he Catskills.
To Tin: Editor or this Si-- Sir: Vn.

der the heading "Aqueduct police to Re
lleve Guard" In 's Issue of Tub
Sun you state that the "new $10,000,000
dam built by tho city of New York at
Kenslco" Is being protected by mllltln.

Permit me to say that you have boon
misinformed. The guarding of tho Ken-
slco dam and nil or the other most Im-
portant points along the Hue of the
new Catsklll Aqueduct Is being done by
the Hoard of Water Supply Police under
my immediate command.

We have nothlns lo do with the Crolon
Aqueduct, which Is under the Jurisdiction
of another city department.

IlKORUE F. SltllAtir,
Superintendent Hoard of Water Sup.

ply Police.
Nkw York, February 7.

Hoar for Hying Old filorj.
To TtiB HptTOa' ov Tin: Sis Mr; old

fllory should bo dung to the hreeie at S
o'clock In tho morning and taken down
when the sun sets, should never touch the
ground and should "never be kept flying,"

HgootxiN, February I. c. T. Piraicw.

fltAJTCEtt mitm RATE Ndf Bioi.dE
CAL DEGENERATION DUETTO WAR.

The Cause of Decrease Is Social and Kconomlc, as Statistics From Vari-

ous; Peaceful Slates Prove.

In tho .V a ofa tn(oJola of June, the
Italian publicist Scrg'l published u
rather pessimistic essay on tho de
clining birth rate In Franco, which ho
attributed to tho biological degenera
tion brought about by tho wars In
wntcn Franco had been ons.iged, ana
especially by the present wux. Uthor
writers have taken up tho subject,
notably tho Swedish Journaltbt Knut
Wlcksell, who Is a professor at tho
University of Lund, and tho Italian
Deputy signor Colajsnnl. For very
special reasons tho problem happens
to bo an interesting ono nt. this time.

According to Colajannl, biological de-

generation Is a mournful title, nnd the
essay of Sergl Is quoted with disappro-
bation. Htlll tho unpleasant probabil-
ity that many a foreign reader, stelae
tho nhrase blolndcal deeonerntlon and
hearing tho quality of Its author,
might suspect that things were moro
serious in tho republic than Is gener
ally admitted, has Induced Colujannl to
print a review of tho evldenco.

It Is based on a grout deal of his-
torical and statistical erudition. Tho
doctrine itself Is, easily reduced to a
few simple dogmas: 1. Tho number of
births In Franco has steadily declined
slnco the wars of Nanoleon. 2. Coun
tries Chut havo enjoyed pence do not,
manifest tins decline. 3. consequently, i

war Is tho cause of tho decline, and
tho birth rate Is entirely subservient
to that. 4. The loss In population Is
an indication of a change In the vi-

tality of tho nation.
This is tho exceedingly unwelcome

view which Sergi sets forth, not only
with absoluo frankness but with evl- -

dent complaisance, in his essay. It Njis
tho key to ull his very simple logical
system. Signer Colajannl collects sta-

tistics which show ''.hat this system
falls because of an essential fallacy.
If war wero In effect the cause of the
declining birth rato we ought to find
It exceedingly active In Russia, which
ha.s passed more years in war during
two centuries than France. Yet Rus
sia, a warlike country and a very poor
ono besides, has tho highest birth rate:
.16.2 In Voronov, 37.1 In l"erm und 35 ,

In Petrograd. On the olher hand, pros- -
porous and peaceful States llko Aus- -

Jtralia, New Zealand, peaceful at least!
I up to the present time, manifest a
gradual but steady decline In the

'birth rato. For Instance, in Now Zoa- -
land It has dropped from 40.2 In 1C61

to 26,7 In 1500. In Australia the do- -
ciinc has been equally great, from 43.1 i

In lSfil to approximately 25 in 1905,
for there Is u slight variation in the
rate of the different Australian prov- -
inces. Even In Prussia. the birth rate .

hau fallen in spile of tho gain In popu- -

A PIRATE NATION NOW.

Unrestricted Submarine Warfare De- -

cldes Germany's Character. '

ToTiiEEntTor. or TiicKl-- ,S(r: About1
a year ago I was asked to make a short
address on the question whether the
Oermun outrages on the sea amounted

'to piracy. I then stated that, although

tho

methods ucd thnt point emotion and s.Mttw
sery closely, the as I his throughout the

be termed But Is not all that breadth of the Lesser CSreatet Av

chaneed The of piracy Is I tilles he would undoubtedly slime'
attack and and of starvation. Toe uilor

drawn, or not at a

are the enemies and shades of equal-o-f

not that Ity. When ono notes thee a unf
position Site has
that she will attack ships

warning and without mercy. Such
was once tho practice of Hurbary
States, a nation of pirates. more,
indeed, pirates do?

Charles KEt.ssv Caines.
Canton, N. Y 6.

INSPECT THE TAXI.

All Are Not Priced That Show

the Inviting Colors,
To the Epitor or The Pcn Sir: Cer-

tain independent taxlcab owners are do-

ing business under colors mucin popular
by a company that began business a
few months ago. They have their cabs
painted to resemble In appearance
operated by tho new company, and It
requires a certain amount of observa-
tion to detect tho deceit.

The Independents with the
cabs charging higher rates than
the public expects to pay for cabs thus
fainted, nnd It Is obvious that some-

thing should be done protect taxlcab
users from deception. If the present
ordinance does not provide this protec-
tion this Is propitious time to amend
it so that it will. Rider.

Ntw YoiiK. February 7.

TRAD J BRIEFS.
Tlierc hs been i demand In iir,,v r dur-

ing ihc part twi vears for modern etflce
American supplies are far,red,

hut Germany alo competou for the trade.
rictorlil pnlers help greatly

to eell eeveral linen of American good in
Arabia. The highly pesters

tppeal ttrongly to the natlvev
Perpltc the weather condi-

tions of laet July etern Sicily's
rrop will be an aterage one.

American fnunteln ure popular In
The too making the

largeet sle ore one which retallr at 14. .VI

and unnth"r selling at
The consulate at Athene. ha re.

quested that manuf&rturera send
thlr latent catalogues to tlm- - nfllce. Thme
printed In Trench ar" etpeeUUy welcome.

Graphite beds In and Clay conn-tle-

Alabama, have been found lo have
a depth of from Jo to fel. A
nearlng completion there will have a dally
capacity of SCO of crude graphlt.

A carbon plant will be built at Spykr,
U, at ceet of v"Oo,oon. Two million
feet of gae e.111 be toneunwd daliy,

Three hundred titeutand aeren of land
will drained In MlMl!ppt, fralgnead
and Poinsett counties Arknea The work
will coat and will be completed
In three years.

The good roads school which l under
the of the Virginia State
Itnud Uureau und the College of Hiigtneer-In- e

Is being held Morgautown, W, Vu
ihls week.

It l asserted that the Texss llerniuds
onion crop will be a large one In 1IM".

JlZ't ".r"..ll.,m- -
.... .... -- , ... . -- ,v m,.n,
The rineds are bring Improeed atendllj, ftthis t rie f lie.

Ilecause of Uck of trsinpurtutloii f i - ;

cl'ltlcs (Sold Comt Co! ay's exports of I

lisvu drciruKSd to less than lul( j
Hie ictmiunt the war.

Cattle dipping lesee been dsnion. I

struteJ In llonliinn by Si liuts stock-- ,
man, Thorj should bo a market for
..... -- ,.F

iiiu t'pariinrni or Agriculture) lias ox-- I
periinenieti sufcem.full with the cultha-tlo-

In this country of the wood nil
If domestic planters would raise
trees the large American market for the
oil eould be supplied by ttx.ral Southern
ocacrs. mt on now comes from China,

lntlon. It has also fallen in Knsland.
Holland, nelgliim, Sweden.
Switzerland and tho 1'nltcd Htnirs The
trno Inference Is tho phenomenon
Is and tho cause or cause, .
ubrcure as to bo entirely m.ittersttif
speculation.

A point of practical Internt
i that population of those W)Un.

tries has Increased. The re.isonfairly well established. Hotter hyKen.
ba.i saved many children and ictluced
the mortality rate, leading to the netgain In of iicopto .t the
same time life has been greatly pro.
longed und there arc moro persons who
live to advanced age. Wlcksell takei
up the discussion at this point nnd
leaches somo curious concluslunn. The
declining birth rate is so general and
progrcsklvo that It threatens the race

the approached from suppressed
procedure could not fragments ar.i

yet piracy. and
now? essence up

Indiscriminate Indiscriminate die llni
slaughter. Is loosely Ml

Pirates outlaws meet on terms perfe
all the world. Is Germany's

announced
neutral with-

out
the
What
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"'Ith extinction. The cause, honorer.
' ul wur nnr otner aart
Tho real factor, for It is no more, la
rocial and'economlenl. It win hefnunit,
ho says In his article I.a Guerre, b,

faix et i .xccroisseinent lie la I'opula.
tion. Krtfiifla, 1916, Vol. XIX., p, t5j
In the wages paid for skilled or technl-ca- l

labor. It should not have cnunej
unbounded astonishment, he argues,
that tho wur broke out at a momeni
when Germany, for Instance. Mas pay.

'B smaiicr ""wrirn ior uoruors,
country, he explains, which had o
many trained men that their lahur aj
cheap owing to the comctltlon u
ready to wage war.

in France, as a general thing, there
were fewer skilled workers, and thv
naturally demanded moro for their
services to employer and State There

also no evidence that men In h

possession oi large salaries imip pr-
oportionate families. Inched. It 1h known
that they do not, and Wlcksell

that not war, but the
standard of living" Is tho determlnlni
Inctor In population. He seems tohavt
struck a happy vein, too, In his

theory of salaries. In Franrt
people have talked IfYimcasuraWe

about the German expansion, not
realizing thut Germans were attracted
to France by the twttcr wages Their
success was considerable owing to'.he:r
training, and they made room m Ger- -

many for a larger class of woiker.
Another point lie makes is an exceed.
Ingly good unci novel one As men
continue to live longer and Innccrthfjr
of course outlive the age of proorrj.
lion, and in many raes thej must
spend a part o the salaries pii.i to

their children. Wlcksell hays tlw this
fact is particularly true of France,

The biological degeneration ll

rot degeneration at all. but rivlllzjthi
and tho effect of economic Iuas

MAROONED ON ST. THOMAS.

A Sojourner at Cburlotte Amnlie Be.

ports on Our New Pnsstjslnns
To the Editor or Tnu Sf.v Mr JuK

what would happen to a (ieorgi.i Colonel

or to a Mississippi Senator should hi
Journey through the West Indies Is optj
to conjecture. If he did not Wow cp

I blacks and browns ho Is struck n ""i h

fact that the early white tetilc as rot
as discriminating as re iMgln ui
been.

This condition pre.i,ls ' ti s.'T
extent in our newly acquired possesion,
und discerning ones aro noncbi ' .. hew

tho situation will be met of o,ir t

Governor will conic ft inn be .w Maw
and "Dixon's lino, and lie will hac li:

own Ideas of tho gulf that seiur.'t- - i.ot

shades but white and black. it .U

to then that our new i.tizens wll I'.v

ecer a difference. It Is .c s.t jj'smi that
will be interesting to watr-

That these peuple are read f" tin
"new freedom" is shown the fact
that they havo had labor troubles re-

cently anil arc eagerly aw.utn.-- th
time when Sum Gnmpors nn tui;o them
under his protecting wing There was i
largely attended mass meefn.- - lull at

Charlotte Amalle recently t" piotest
against the manner of distr ut ng aid
to sufferers from the recent I. irrsure.
Much oratory was spilled. u I w 'h one
exception it was colored The lone whitl
orator Is out for the Asi M- noimnt-Ho- n

or for Territorial dele-a- te it
made himself solid with the pi u unal
that night. The average .I't. nd.n. e o

about one white to rifle coior-- d Tlur
tho wed euslly how leiini.icie li 1 re-

ceived much more than .s.ic ' 'i
Rhen, and now comes aloi.g
fino.noo Christmab sift u d i.v t i it I

Illrsustlng I

Speaking of loso . fie ,. - w n It

Was placed at Jl.nOii.uo". e jt im1
onlooker linds It hard I.. M f
amount up, for outside c'liai'o'v Vnvillt

there doei not appear to be ',e' j ""ual
of assets lslhle. Of course t -

not mean that w did not pet mi one)

worth. It can eislly t i.'uite-- i

aotuhl real estate, kiv. I
scene-- y. t4.000.AOrt, eiima'e, !' 0

statesmanship, the e.,i lu
Conies Of Tun Stn rei.-- c li"

terday 'ell of Reprei ei fit" "l
proposition to chinfc t'.i r , tr
Danlsti West indict to iv.- - t r
ple the suggestion J,!l
argue tint Admiral lew, r U ut
mad In our other islands w i u Jf
trying so bird to give a n , '!
one of them should be use I I.. , .re,'!'
ids name They think t y
should bo mlled afte . -- "'
greater na.il hero. .Inse.Miu im

t.a.--t weok soma forte
t'nlted States navy sailed icto the natives an Idea of j ierJ

Sailors were not all nv. d tier

will tr.ey be allowed to un, , Mf
i um baa been cleared out ur-

ineposed to be potable sp t

concoction of hi 4l

alcohol for which these is'.i' ,ioni

famous. The fact Is. a re

about the only thing culm ,

I'lUtt- - M- 1,1 S2l,'r, L .,...
" that Is all." There s

t'lh'es nor anything td-- c ic "
hltls'ilco. Hut what os

1 '
At I'lvMe-n- t St. Thoti,.i

'uaiuolied on, for :l h.i I

most inegulur connect ioi.-- .

'Id world. Potto Itlcn ' '

tnlloii uwiey. vet fine r
monthly thief can be d.en,'.
K(ls (H 1(fi u f(m,wl(
reached only oiico la ti,r,
and that Is the only way
the southern Island-- , ot .

learn if not to love tho n.e

spot.
Clf arloItu AJtAiir, Jan - ' 21,


